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Local Muslim leader addresses
Paris attacks

Chris Campbell photo

MUSLIM MEN PRAY at the Logan Islamic Center on Friday. Ayman Alafifi, the Logan Islamic Center committee president, spoke about the Carlie Hebdo attacks in Paris after the
prayer service.

4By Chris Campbell
staff writer

During an afternoon prayer
service on Friday in the Logan
Islamic Center, Ayman Alafifi,
president of the Logan Islamic
Center committee, gave a
speech — known as a khutbah — addressing the attacks
in Paris, France on Jan. 7.
On that day, a group of
Muslims killed 12 cartoonists for drawing material that
was offensive to the religious
group.
“The first thing that should
be said is a statement of fact:
that criminals are criminals

regardless of their religion,”
Alafifi said. “Whether they
are Muslims, whether they
are Christians, Jews, Hindus
or even atheists, criminals are
criminals.”
Alafifi urged fellow
Muslims to not let the verse
from the Quran which reads
“All believers are brothers”
confuse their sense of justice. He said according to the
Quran, everyone should seek
justice, even if that means testifying against oneself.
“So if Muslims committed
a crime, if Muslims have done
something wrong, it is wrong,”
Alafifi said. “It doesn’t justify

because they are Muslim.”
Alafifi said the cartoons
were in poor taste, and
Muslims have the right to be
offended by them.
“Muslims don’t have thicker skin than other people,”
Alafifi said. “We have the
right to feel offended, but
it’s the matter of how do we
respond to those offenses.”
Hamza Abdellaoui, a local
Muslim who attended the service, said the way the attackers
responded to the cartoons was
wrong.
“Nobody deserves to die
that way,” Abdellaoui said.
“They offended us, yes, but

there are thousands of other
ways how to respond to that.”
Alafifi said even though
Muslims should be offended
by the depictions in Charlie
Hebdo, they should be more
offended by the Paris attacks.
“The reaction that has been
done from those criminals is
far more offensive to Muslims
and is far more outrageous
to Muslims than the actions
that were done by those journalists because those actions
were committed in the name
of Islam, and they are not, by
any sense, from the teachings
of Islam,” Alafifi said.
Abdellaoui said he feels

‘Dead Week’ resolution closes loopholes
4By Manda Perkins
asst. news editor

The Utah State University
Academic Senate passed a
first reading of a resolution
Monday calling for increased
regulation of the no-test policy during “Dead Week,” the
week before finals week. The
resolution, SR-1501, passed
unanimously and will be
voted on again next week.
The resolution, sponsored
by Nicokles Clason, senator
for the College of Humanities
ad Social Sciences, and Samuel
Wright, senator of the Caine
College of the Arts, would

reinforce the current No-Test
Week policy to not allow professors to assign anything that
would be due during the last
week of classes that accounts
for more than 15 percent of a
student’s final grade, unless
the professor does not give a
final exam during finals week.
No-Test Week was created in 2008 when members
of the Academic Senate and
Executive Council voted
to not allow any tests to be
given the week before Finals
Week. Clason reasons that
since then, No-Test Week has
become a time for finishing
final class projects, which
usually make up a significant

portion of a student’s grade,
rather than preparing for final
exams.
Clason said this resolution,
which must be approved by
a board made up of college
deans, President Stan Albrecht
and the provosts, may not be
received well by faculty but
argues that “professors will
not be short-changed.”
“They will have the opportunity to continue lecture,
foster continued learning that
will be tested on the final,
assign tasks that are worth
less than 15 percent of the
final grade or have review sessions for the upcoming final
examination, project and/or

paper,” the ASR 15-01 Policy
Paper states.
The Academic Senate will
vote on the second reading of
this policy on Monday at 5
p.m. in the Taggart Student
Center Council Chambers.
Clason said he encourages students to attend and voice their
opinions during the public
forum.
“It is a big resolution and
if students have an opinion I
would love to have them come
in and voice their opinions,”
he said.
— manda.perkins@
hotmail.com
Twitter: @perkins_manda

File photo

sorry that people of his religion are labeled as violent
extremists.
“Muslims — I wouldn’t call
them brothers; I just call them
Muslims — they did this,”
Abdellaoui said. “They made
all Muslims look bad, and
that’s not cool. They shouldn’t
have done that.”
Alafifi said there needs to
be limits in freedom of expression, which includes legal
boundaries. He said some
which already exist include
shouting “fire” in a crowded
theatre or “bomb” in an airplane.
Alafifi said after the

Holocaust, Jews successfully
lobbied in some countries to
make it illegal to question anything about the genocide.
“Hopefully, one day, we will
have the lobby that we want
here in the U.S. and in Europe
to pressurize governments to
make those actions illegal,”
Alafifi said.
After his speech, Alafifi
clarified what he meant, saying he would like to see all
forms of hate speech illegal.
“What I want to see happening is some lines have to
be changed when it comes

jSee MUSLIM, Page 4

Sexual harassment
awareness on the rise
4By Morgan Pratt
staff writer

There has been an increase
of sexual harassment awareness and inquiries from
students and faculty alike
regarding sexual harassment
on campus this year.
Alicia Hansen, a sophomore studying history, is
among those who are seeking
answers to what is and is not
appropriate in a work setting.
Like many other university
students, Hansen works an
off-campus job in fast food
to pay for her schooling. She
said she likes her job, except
for when she works with an
individual who says things
that are sexually inappropriate.
“There are a few young
men at work that will typically say immature comments
towards to me,” she said.
“Even some customers have
given me comments that are
on the sexual harassment
side of things.”
Hansen said the hurtful
sexual comments have lead
to an uncomfortable and
unwelcoming work environment.
“I usually try to brush it
off,” Hansen said. “If it is serious enough I have told my
boss, and he had some talks
with some of the men at work
who were the main contributors. But as far as customers
go, there is not a whole lot I
can do.”

Hansen said there needs to
be an awareness for victims
to know what to do if they
find themselves in a difficult
situation. There also needs to
be more awareness for others
about what is acceptable and
what is not in a work environment.
“There are some people
that didn’t quite know that
what they said was hurtful,”
she said. “There needs to
be an awareness of what is
appropriate to say, especially
in the workplace.”
Hansen is not alone.
There has been a rise in
questions regarding sexual
harassment and awareness
on campus this year as students, faculty and staff have
been seeking to learn more
about what their rights and
options are.
Stacy Sturgeon is the director of Affirmative Action and
Equal Opportunity office
on campus. She said there
has been an increase in people going to their office for
various reasons. Most people refer to the office with
questions about harassment,
regardless of whether it is
sexual or nonsexual.
She said they want to learn
what options are available to
them when they feel behavior from another individual
on campus is unwanted or
unwelcome.
“Sometimes they come

jSee SEXUAL, Page 2
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Tech & Money
New scholarship program for the politically savvy
4By Sara Albertson
staff writer

A scholarship is now available for Utah State University
students with an interest in
politics.
The Merrill Scholars
Program is a $750 scholarship
opportunity now being offered
to 6 to ten students a semester through the department of
political science.
This spring is the first semester the scholarship is being
offered, funded by the Merrill
endowment initially created to
help undergraduate education.
The initial plan for the money
was to hire a full-time political
science professor. However the
department found other ways
to benefit their students, like
bringing in guest speakers and
national scholars.
”We found many innovative
ways to benefit undergraduates
with the endowment and have
decided that these many invitations are more beneficial than
simply hiring one person,” said
Michael Lyons, associate professor in political science.
Lyons and Damon Cann,
assistant professor in the political science department, decided it would be beneficial to
have a group of undergraduate
students dedicated to following
the election process.
“It’s just a way of expanding
the political science curriculum into a different realm and
giving really superb students
a unique kind of experience,”
Lyons said.
The Merrill Scholars
Program is an opportunity for
students who demonstrate a
strong future in politics.
“We want to give them something that they just wouldn’t
get in a normal class room context,” Lyons said.
Any student can apply for
this scholarship as long as they

Thakary Minson photos
(ABOVE) JASHON BISHOP ADDRESSES the rest of the Merrill Scholars group. (Below) Damon Cann, a political science professor, mediates the
discussion during a Merrill Scholars meeting.

have an interest in politics and
are willing to stay up to date on
current events. It is required
that all members attend a
weekly discussion group that
follows current events. This
year the members are focusing
on the upcoming election, following possible candidates for
the presidency and discussing
their strengths and weaknesses.
“We are not just interested
in the horse race aspect of the
election,” Lyons said. “We are
interested in the future of the
political parties and the political health of the nation.”
The program also brings in
guest speakers, such as Jennifer
M. Seelig, a former leader of
the House of Representatives
for the Democratic Party. They
also plan to invite Brianna
Bowen, a Truman Scholar who

was USU’s valedictorian in
2014, to speak to the members
of the program and become
involved in their political discussions.
Neil Abercrombie, director of government relations at
USU, said he hopes the program will provide a venue for
students to participate with
actual policy makers and professors.
The group currently has an
even amount of Democratic
and Republican members, but
Lyons said there should be a
stronger representation of
women and minorities.
“We were very disappointed
with the number of applicants;
we didn’t have as many female
applicants as we would have
liked,” Lyons said.
Allison Fife, one of two
female members, is a duel

major in history and economics. She said that being
a non-political science major
allows her to bring a different
perspective to the discussions.
“I think any degree of diversity would benefit,” Fife said. “I
think it’s especially important
to continue to include non-(political science) major students.
We bring a different perspective to politics.”
Several current members are
graduating this semester or in
the fall, opening up slots for
new applicants; they recommend that potential scholars
become more involved in student government and be active
students in Lyons’ political science classes.
—sara.albertson@
aggiemail.usu.edu

Sexual
From Page 1
in to learn about their options
that are available to them
based on how to have a conversation with someone if they
feel behavior is unwanted to
unwelcome or how to report
it,” she said.
The Affirmative Action and
Equal Opportunity office is
taking preventative steps to
ensure a safer campus by hosting mandatory classes about
harassment to all faculty and
staff.
“We’re hoping that more
people utilize us so that they
know what rights and protections they have,” she said.
Sturgeon said sexual harassment is any behavior that is
unwelcome or unwanted if it is
sexual in nature, if it is severe or
pervasive or if it has an adverse
affect on someone. The behaviors range from anything that
can be less serious to some
that are a complete violation of
Utah State University’s sexual
harassment policy.
According to Sturgeon, the
Affirmative Action and Equal
Opportunity office is important for raising awareness on
campus.
“If this office didn’t exist,
behavior would go unchecked,
and there would not be an adequate place for us to address
discrimination and harassment concerns, to prevent its
recurrence and address its
effects,” she said.
People can go to the office

when they don’t feel comfortable talking with faculty members or supervisors.
“We are a place that understands that, can listen to that,
can offer resources and support, do an investigation and
try to help so that our campus
community is a safe place,”
she said. “Our goal is to help
faculty and staff work in their
environments.”
Jenny Erazo is the program
coordinator at the Sexual
Assault and Anti-Violence
Information office. She said
SAAVI is also a safe place
to discuss potential sexual
harassment confidentially. She
encourages people to report
things even if they are embarrassing.
“If they come to my office,
people can ask things or report
things in complete confidentiality,” she said.
Hansen said she has spoken
to her boss about the sexual
harassment she was experiencing. Her boss then spoke to
the people who were involved.
As a result she said her workplace environment has become
much better since then.
She had some advice for
those who find themselves
dealing with sexual harassment.
“Definitely do not ignore it
because it is a real thing, and
it needs to be changed when it
is happening,” she said. “You
shouldn’t just let it happen and
just live through it, but you can
do something to help yourself
in your situation.”

— morgan.pratt.robinson@
gmail.com
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logan ink

Landon Pozernick photo
LOCAL ARTIST JAMES ZEHNA tattoos the back of client Chris Murray at Sailor Jim’s Electric Tattoo. Zehna owns and runs the five-year-old shop, which has a solid clientele base.

A look into the tattoo shops and culture in Cache Valley
4By Whitney Lewis
staff writer

People get tattoos for different reasons.
It could be to express freedom, to remind themselves of
religious beliefs or a loved one,
to satisfy an addiction or to affiliate with a group.
Megan Hartgraves, a junior
dual-majoring in English and
psychology, has two tattoos.

One on both wrists and another
on her foot.
“Growing up in Texas, everyone has tattoos,” Hartgraves
said.
When she turned 16, her dad
asked her if she wanted to get a
tattoo.
The first tattoo she had done
on her wrists is scripting that
reads, “Blessings come with patience.”
Hartgraves was raised in the

First Baptist Church in Texas
where she learned about the
eight different fruits of the spirit.
“I realized in middle school
that the fruit of the spirit that I
lacked is patience,” Hartgraves
said. “(The tattoo) is specifically
put on my wrists, so I will see it
every day. Even when I pray.”
Ryan Cox, a junior majoring
in business finance, has a different opinion about tattoos.

“I don’t like them,” Cox said.
“Without the right design, tattoos don’t look good.”
Cox also said he believes that
only younger people — ages 16
to 25 — get tattoos.
“Once you get past 25, I feel
like nobody really gets them,”
Cox said.
While Hartgraves and Cox
think differently about tattoos,
they agreed the tattoo shops in
Logan didn’t get a lot of busi-

ness.
“Being from Texas, I would
assume tattoo shops [in Logan]
don’t get a lot of business,”
Hartgraves said.
Similarly, Cox said, “I think
outside of Utah (tattoo shops)
probably get business, but I
haven’t been to one, so I can’t
really say.”
According to the owners of
Logan tattoo shops, they see
enough business not only to

keep the shops afloat, but to
keep them busy.
Uncle Sam’s Tattoo Shop
gets most of its business from
college students, said Sammy
Lofland, the shop’s owner. It is
the only tattoo shop in Logan
that claimed to get most of its
clientele from this demographic.
Uncle Sam’s has only been in

jSee TATTOO, Page 4

Recipe review:
Easy no-bake peanut butter bars a perfect Super Bowl snack
These are the best treat
to ever happen to you. It is
the perfect study snack or
Super Bowl treat, plus they
are super simple and quick
to make.
The only thing you’ll regret about making these
bars is eating all of them afterward. I even prefer them
over Reese’s Peanut Butter
cups, which is saying a lot.
The longer they sit in the
refrigerator, the better they
taste.

Mikayla Kapp

Eat
well

Skill level: beginner
Tastiness: 9.75/10
Yields: One 9x13 pan

Mikayla Kapp photo

Sundance report card
4By Mariah Noble
& Noelle Johansen
editorial board

The Sundance Film Festival lineup
is full of surprises each year. There is
usually at least one future blockbuster
feature that garners attention at the independent festival, among others that
spark conversations for the following
weeks or months.
This year’s selection was full of both
gems and duds. Here’s a list of a handful of films from the 2015 festival and
what we thought of them.
The Bronze
“The Bronze” is exactly what you’d expect from a mash-up between “Fired
Up” and any film by Judd Apatow. The
quantity of F-bombs (nearly all from
the mouth of washed-up Olympian

protagonist Hope Annabelle Gregory) gives “Wolf of Wall Street” a run
for its filthy money. This is the kind of
film that will probably make you laugh,
then feel bad for laughing, then laugh
some more. In consideration of the
graphically athletic sex scene, raunchy
is an understatement.
Grade: C+
Larry Kramer in Love and Anger
This documentary highlighted a lead
activist in the fight against AIDS and
one of the organizers of the group
AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power —
ACT UP. It gave background and humanity to the hostile-looking man who
would yell and argue with those he felt
weren’t doing enough to find a cure.
It’s the kind of film that makes you
want to do something meaningful

jSee SUNDANCE, Page 4

Ingredients:
• 1 cup butter, melted
• 2 cups graham cracker crumbs (Use the
boxed kind or grind

them in a food processor or blender into
tiny granules)
• 2 cups powdered sugar
• 1 cup + 4 tablespoons
peanut butter
• 1 1/2 cups milk chocolate chips

Directions:
In a medium bowl, mix together the melted butter,
graham cracker crumbs,
confectioners’ sugar and
1 cup peanut butter until
well-blended. Press evenly into the bottom of an
ungreased 9×13 inch pan
(or 9x9 if you prefer thicker
ones like those pictured).
In the microwave, melt the
chocolate chips with the
peanut butter, stirring every 30 seconds until melted and smooth. Spread
over the peanut butter layer. Refrigerate for at least
two hours before cutting
into squares.
— Mikayla Kapp is a sophomore majoring in graphic
design. Email any recipe
review requests to
mikaylakapp@gmail.com.

Tweets of the Week
@milesdbrooks
If you don’t feel the need to take a shower after, we’re you really at
#Sk8tiesNight ? #AggieLife
@tseanolsen
Little boy being pushed in stroller: HI! Me: Hi! Boy: Don’t give up. You can
do it! You can do college! #aggielife #ICanDoHardThings
@butterfieldjb
For every Smashing Pumpkin’s song I’ve heard on the bus, I’ve heard probably 1000
Katy Perry songs. #AggieStrife
@dylan_merrill
College got me feeling like Forrest Gump “I’m kinda tired... I think I’ll go
home now.”
@Nefi1010
Whenever I do the Scotsman I’m afraid I’ll knock out the person in front
of me if I’m not careful haha #AggieLife #aggieprobs
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Sundance
From Page 3
with your life and be as honest as
you can with those you feel are in
the wrong.
Grade: B
Racing Extinction
From the same director of “The
Cove,” the documentary “Racing
Extinction” is another environmentally-friendly insight to make you
reconsider all your life choices.
Hippies will love it; Fox News fans
will loathe it. As a rule, documentaries generally promote a specific
agenda. Regardless, everybody
should watch “Racing Extinction”
and then decide how to feel about
it. Even if you hate it (the standing

Tattoo
From Page 3
Logan for a year. Lofland said he decided to settle down here because there is a
lack of competition with only two other
tattoo shops located in Logan.
For the other two local shops, the
business isn’t coming from the 18-25 age
group like Uncle Sam’s shop and like Cox
said.
The two shops that have been in Logan the longest, more than five years, tattoo an older demographic: the working
class.
The owner of Sailor Jim’s Electric Tattoo, James Zehna, said, “Most clientele
is middle-class working,” which is the
same demographic for the third tattoo
shop, 1896 Electric Tattoo.
According to Statisticbrain.com, this
clientele is to be expected. In America,
36 percent of people ages 18-25 had at
least one tattoo while 40 percent of people ages 26-40 had at least one tattoo.
After five years in Logan, Zehna said
he is just barely starting to get more college-aged clients in his shop.
Both Sailor Jim’s and 1896 have a

Muslim
From Page 1
to freedom of expression,”
Alafifi said. “It’s not okay to
criticize Jews. It’s not okay to
criticize Christians. It’s not
okay to criticize gay people, for
example. If you want to criticize
someone, you criticize individ-

ovation after its premiere Saturday
predicts you won’t), the gorgeous
cinematography and composition
will at least keep your eyes happy
for a few hours.
Grade: ASleeping with Other People
Director Leslye Headland is the
kind of person you’d love to hang
out with, and her movies reflect
that. Her first Sundance film,
2012’s “Bachelorette,” was an
even crasser version of “Bridesmaids.” “Sleeping With Other
People,” starring Jason Sudeikis
(“Saturday Night Live”) and Alison
Brie (“Community”) is a millennial retelling of “When Harry Met
Sally” with a slew of other clever
pop culture references thrown in.
It’s quotable, hilarious, tender and
likely to be purchased by some

rom com-crazed production company and hit movie theaters this
year or the next.
Grade: B+

Thursday, Jan. 29, 2015

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl
If you’re thinking this film is an indie abstract version of last year’s
“The Fault In Our Stars,” you’d
be mostly right. It’s less cheesy,
but the sick kid premise is there.
Still, “Me and Earl and the Dying
Girl” has lovable characters and
unexpectedly enjoyable artistic
elements (claymation is making a
comeback). Bonus: Molly Shannon is one hilarious drunk mom.
Grade: B

New Zealand, come out into the
glorious light that is Flight of the
Conchords. Half of this duo, Jemaine Clement, stars in “People,
Places, Things” — one of the best
films at the festival this year. Will
is a graphic designer and father to
the two cutest twins since MaryKate and Ashley. Will splits up
with his wife at the beginning of
the film, and his resulting attitude
is equal parts tragic and hilarious.
The characters are well-rounded,
realistic and diverse — a refreshing
change (and hopefully new trend)
from the overwhelmingly whitewashed medium of film.
Grade: A

People, Places, Things
If you’ve been living under
the rock of ignorance to the
fourth-most-popular folk duo in

Last Days in the Desert
This movie gave Jesus a whole
new personality. Except, now that
I think of it, the fact that Jesus ac-

tually had a personality was probably what threw me off. I’m used to
movies where the character is flat
because the directors want him
to seem perfect and all-knowing.
In this movie, as Ewan McGregor plays him, he seems to have
feelings and be in the process of
learning. The devil took his same
physical form except he wore jewelry. I didn’t love the story, but I did
applaud the fresh and creative perspective on religious figures.
Grade: B-

Read more in-depth coverage on
usustatesman.com.

— Mariah is editor-in-chief of the
Statesman and Noelle is features
editor. Email them at m.noble@
aggiemail.usu.edu or noellejohansen@gmail.com, respectively.

loyal clientele and also focus on bigger,
custom tattoos that usually require more
than one visit to complete.
“I have regulars I see at least once a
month from Salt Lake,” Zehna said.
Nate Burch, owner of 1896 Electric
Tattoo, said 30 percent or more of his
clients come from out of the state.
“I feel very grateful that there is
enough of a client base,” Burch said.
Even though Logan could be considered a very conservative area, tattoo artists are finding their niche.
“We have integrated into the community without too much fuss,” Zehna said.
“Ninety percent of our clientele are people we would go have lunch with.”
1896 hasn’t had a problem integrating into the community either, Burch
said.
“Tattoo’s popularity will run regardless of a lot of outside influences,” Burch
said.
Burch became a tattoo artist after
graduating from Utah State University
because he liked being tattooed so much.
“I’ve always wondered what my tattoos have seen and where they are going,” he said.

Landon Pozernick photo
INSIDE SAILOR JIM’S TATTOO Shop, James Zehna tattoos the back of Chris Murray. Zehna is the
— whitlewis7@gmail.com shop owner and has worked locally for five years.

uals. We’re not painting everyone with the same brush.”
Tom Terry, department head
of the journalism and communication department at USU
who also teaches mass media
law, said making hate speech
illegal would require an unlikely amendment to the Constitution. He said the Supreme
Court has consistently ruled in
favor of free speech even if it

is hateful or provocative, and
limiting it would lead down a
slippery slope.
“Who gets to decide which
speech is acceptable?” Terry
said. “If we can limit certain
speech or some speech, we can
then limit any speech.”
Terry said hate speech
against Muslims would not be
the same thing as saying “fire”
in a crowded theatre.

“Under our system, you have
to make specific threats that
cause immediate action,” Terry
said. “Even violent speech that
advocates one side of an issue
or another is protected as long
as it doesn’t immediately lead
to a violent action.”
Richard West, director of
the Utah north public affairs
council for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, was

For more information call Dennis • (435) 770-2326

also present at the prayer service. He said although he does
not advocate legal restrictions
on free speech, he agrees using
that right to say hateful things
is wrong.
“Just because there are protections of freedom of speech
that give permission, as it were,
to say disrespectful and hateful
things doesn’t mean we’re obligated to do that,” West said.

“We can still be respectful in
our discourse, and it’s terribly
unfortunate when people use
freedom of speech as an excuse
to denigrate and to provide
rhetoric that is disrespectful
and hateful.”
Watch additional coverage on this
story Thursday on ATV news.

— topherwriter@gmail.com

Thursday, Jan. 29, 2015 Page 5

Sports
Men’s hoops set
to take on
San Diego State
4By Logan Jones

returning sophomore Jalen Moore
and a host of quality transfers, have
made the young team competitive in
Hot off a big home win over Wyo- each of its seven conference games
ming Tuesday night, Utah State next this year.
“We’ve made a lot of strides and
faces a 6-2 San Diego State team in
one of the most hostile venues in I’m pleased with our guys along
those lines,” Morrill said before
the Mountain West.
The Aggies, picked to finish 10th facing Wyoming. “We’re defending
in the conference, currently boast a pretty well. We’re taking care of the
5-3 record and sit in the middle of a ball, and we have a lot of guys that
five-way tie for third place in league can step up and have good nights.”
Averagplay.
ing 13.3
USU’s abilpoints per
ity to steal a
David collette
road win from
game this
forward
the Aztecs will
season,
be tested by
Collette
a San Diego
played a
State squad
key role in
that typicalTuesday’s
ly represents
matchup
the class of
against the
the Mountain
Cowboys.
West. Coming
Frequently
off of a douassigned
ble-digit victoto defend
ry over a good
all-conferFresno State
ence startteam, SDSU
er Larry
will look to
Nance Jr.,
grab sole posCollette
session of first
got
the
place with a win.
best of Nance in his most complete
But first, they’ll have to find a game of the season, scoring 16
solution for freshman forward Da- points and grabbing five rebounds
vid Collette.
while committing just one foul.
“Right now the way things are go5-3 might even be a relief to some,
ing, we’ve competed in every game,” but Collette said his team won’t be
Collette said. “We’ve beaten the top satisfied with simply exceeding exteam in our conference, and right pectations.
now we know we’re a huge contend“We know in the eyes of the peoer to finish at the top of the league.” ple around us it would seem like a
Following last season’s exodus, ex- decent finish,” Collette said. “We
Kylee Larsen photo
pectations for head coach Stew Mor- know that’s not what we want. We
rill and the Aggies dropped with no talk about if we finish 9-9 in league, USU’S HENRY BOLTON FLOATS THOUGH THE LANE after a steal while Wyoming’s Josh
clear answer for the gaping holes
Adams attempts to defend the shot. The Aggies beat the Cowboys by holding them to 44 points, their
in USU’s roster. Collette, alongside See HOOPS Page 6
second lowest score of the season.
asst. sports editor

“

We talk about if
we finish 9-9 in the
league, we’ve done a
pretty good job, but
you know that’s not
what we’re going for.
For us, that’s settling.

”

B.J. LARSEN CELEBRATES WITH A
TEAMMATE AFTER
MAKING A PLAY
against Colorado State
earlier in the season. Larsen was selected to play
in the College Gridiron
Showcase in Arlington,
Texas. The game kicks off
Saturday at 12:30 p.m. Larsen is a 6-foot-5 275-pound
defensive end from Logan.
He tallied nine sacks and
13.5 tackles for loss his senior season while also recording one interception
and 37 total tackles. He
finished the season first on
the team in sacks.
Kylee Larsen photo

Kylee Larsen photo

See how USU
women’s tennis beat
BYU for the first
time on page 7

Aggie women fall to Wyoming

USU crowd not what it once was

Kylee Larsen photo
EMPTY SEATS IN THE STUDENT SECTION never filled in Tuesday when Utah State played
host to Wyoming.

Kalen Taylor

Mum’s
the word

Get your ass out of your
apartment or house or wherever it is that you may live
and get yourself to the game.
It appears that this season
the size of the crowd that
supports Aggie basketball
has changed.
Stew Morrill knows how
important a full Spectrum is.
In nearly all of his pre-game
press conferences Morrill
tries to get the crowd to
come help out his team at
home.
“I hope our crowd under-

stands that this is a team
that has been in the top 25
and has been getting a lot of
votes ... could very well be in
the top 25,” said Morrill before the game against Wyoming. “These are the games
that everybody wanted in
the Mountain West Conference, so here they are.”
He’s been here long
enough to see it when it was
in its prime time, so imagine
his disappointment at tip-off

See CROWD Page 6

Kylee Larsen photo
JASMINE PORTER DRIBBLES UP THE COURT during a
game against Nevada. Utah State lost on the road Wednesday night
to a sharp-shooting Wyoming team. Wyoming shot 13-19 from behing the 3-point arc for 68 percent and 52 percent from the fioor.
The Cowgirls were led by Kaitlyn Mileto who scored 26 points on
8-10 shooting, 6-7 on 3-point shots. Utah State freshman Funda Nakkasoglu was the leading scorer for her team, putting up 22 points
in the loss. Nakkasoglu was the only Aggie in double figures. Utah
State is now 6-14 overall and 3-5 in the Mountain West. The next
game for USU will be at home against San Diego State on Staurday.

Sports

Page 6

State your case:
Which team will win Super Bowl XLIX
New England Patriots
Seattle Seahawks
4By Logan Jones

4By Joe Baraiolo

The Patriots are in for the
rudest of awakenings.
You could list all the cliches
about how this game will be
won in the trenches or lost in
the turnover battle, and you
wouldn’t be wrong. But the
key to this game will be who
controls the tempo.
That’s why Seattle will win
the Super Bowl.
Baltimore laid the blueprint weeks ago, nearly
beating New England in Foxborough with a solid ground
attack and a quarterback willing to take shots into the Patriots’ secondary. The Ravens
lost that game — barely —
because their own secondary
resembled soggy tissue paper.
Running the ball controls
the tempo of a game, and
that happens to be what Seattle does best.
Marshawn Lynch is 215
pounds of muscle and nightmares who has rushed for
1,000 yards and double-digit
touchdowns every season
since joining Seattle. His
yards gained after initial contact with a defender is greater in the playoffs than in the
regular season, a credit to his
get-out-the-way, Beast Mode
mindset. With a weapon like

Minutes after the Patriots
41-14 loss in Kansas City in
week 4, Trent Dilfer had some
harsh words for New England.
He called them a “weak
team,” saying that they are
“not good anymore.”
You might remember that a
few days later, I wrote an article about how New England
would have a successful season
this year and that they would
return to the Super Bowl.
I’ll save the “I told you so” article for when the confetti settles Sunday; this one is about
why they’re going to win.
As of late, the Patriots have
been hot, winning the AFC
Championship 45-7. Although
that win came with a bit of
a controversy, they could’ve
played with a bowling ball and
won the game, moving on.
The Seahawks had a nice little comeback to win the NFC
Championship. Although the
comeback was very impressive, anybody who watched
the game will tell you that
some ugly football was played
in Seattle that day. The matchup for the week will be the
Patriots’ high-scoring offense
against the Seahawks’ stingy
defense.

asst. sports editor

staff writer

Lynch and Russell Wilson’s
threat of the read-option, the
Patriots will be in for a long
day defending the ground
game.
If New England tries to
answer, they’ll be severely
disappointed to discover Legarrette Blount only looks
good against dreadful defenses. What’s the over/under
on how many times Bobby
Wagner explodes through the
middle and lays Blount out
for a loss this game?
The Patriots’ running game
is in danger, and even Tom
Brady will have a tough time
getting passes through Seattle’s all-pro secondary.
Seattle beats New England
20-13.
— logantjones@
aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @logantj

The key for the Seahawks is
to stop Tom Brady and find a
way to shut down Gronk. They
will need a big game out of the
secondary, but with injuries
to Richard Sherman and Earl
Thomas, it may be tough to
limit the passing game. New
England’s offense has also been
very successful on the ground,
LeGarrette Blount picked up
148 yards and 3 touchdowns
last week against Indianapolis.
The Patriots’ secondary is
going to have a huge game.
Doug Baldwin will get stranded on Revis Island, and Brandon Browner will have a huge
game against his former team.
The Patriots will contain Lynch
and will pressure Wilson, forcing him to make mistakes.
Pats win 27-10.
— joebaraiolo@gmail.com
Twitter: @joefish_2
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Hoops
From Page 5
we’ve done a pretty good
job, but you know that’s
not what we’re going for.
For us, that’s settling.”
USU will have its hands
full with the Aztecs, who
badly out-rebounded Fresno 40-28 on Tuesday. The
Aggies have only recently
begun winning the rebounding battle, grabbing
more boards than their
opponents in their last
two games.
“We just had everybody
really focus on that,” Morrill said. “There’s not a lot
you can do differently. You
can work on it. You can
emphasis block-outs. You
can emphasis five guys to
the boards, but it has to be
guys stepping up.”
SDSU will be led by
Marvelle Harris, currently tied for second in the

MWC with 17.9 points
per games. Coached by
Steve Fisher, the Aztecs
frustrate opponents with
suffocating defense and
multiple scoring threats
on the offensive end. Four
players scored in double
figures in SDSU’s victory
over Fresno.
As good as the Aztecs are cleaning up the
glass, they’re also turnover-prone, which bodes
well for the Aggies who
scored 14 points off of
turnovers, including 10 in
transition Tuesday. A faster pace means less time
for SDSU to set its defense
and a chance for USU to
knock off two first-place
teams in a row.
“We keep getting better
every day,” Collette said.
“Every game we come out
and improve on things.”

— logantjones@
aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @logantj
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Crowd
From Page 5
yesterday when only
half of the student section behind the basket
was full and the student
corner seats above the
band were nearly empty.
“Let’s rally,” Morrill
said. “The home courts
you find in this league
are exceptional, and
when ours is at its best,
it’s exceptional. We
need it at its best over
the remainder of our
home games in league
play.”
The statements Morrill
made were before the
game, but what happened at the game was
something entirely different.
With ten minutes to
the tip off in the biggest
game of the year, the
student section was half
empty. That’s bad.
What has gotten into
the USU faithful? Where
have they gone? One of
the things that drew me
to attend Utah State was
the crowd at basketball
games. As I watched
those games in high
school, I wanted to be
a part of that. A half full
section isn’t nearly as attractive — or distractive
— as a full one is.
The crowd that does
show up does a great
job of causing mayhem.
The Hurd and the Bangarang are up to par as
they always have been.
The rest of the students
are not.
People come up with
all sorts of reasons as to
why the Spectrum isn’t
as full. They say that it’s
hard to get to games on
the weekdays, it’s hard
to get to games on the
weekend, classes, papers due and the team
isn’t as good as it used
to be. Excuses. The team

was expected to be
worse this year but is
exceeding expectations
and very entertaining to
watch.
Consider this as well:
Maybe the team won’t
be as good as it used to
be until the crowd is as
good as it used to be.
I know people get busy
and as a student you
should do your work,
but plan ahead and get
it done. Everyone can
get one free out every
year, that’s understandable. For all other games
you should be in attendance.
In recent memory two
games stick out when
the Spectrum was close
to or at its full potential.
Last season versus San
Diego State and this season versus Weber State.
Even these games don’t
live up to the reputation the Spectrum held
of old. In the late 1990s
and early 2000s you had
to show up early as a
student or you wouldn’t
even get into the game.
Like Morrill said, when
the Spectrum is at its
best, it’s exceptional.
But it’s not going to be
at its best when it isn’t
full. So to finish things
up, this is my call to all of
you students out there
who don’t go to games,
don’t have school spirit
and aren’t supporting
your Aggies.
Let’s do our part and
bring that reputation
back to being one of the
best in the nation.

— Kalen Taylor is a
sophomore double-majoring in journalism and
Spanish. He’s all about
football, basketball, tennis, hockey and anything
to do with sports … except for baseball; that’s
just not his thing. Watch
for him living the dream
on ESPN one day. Contact him at kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com or on
Twitter @kalen_taylor.
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Opinion

Forum letter: Taking offense doesn’t justify gagging free speech
To the editor:
Human solidarity demands criticism through free speech.
Solidarity defined: unity or agreement of feeling or action,
especially among individuals with a common interest; mutual support within a group.
I am an atheist and a veteran, and it is my observation that
morals are subjective. In my eyes all of our morals come
from the concept of human solidarity. Humans would not
have gotten very far if rape, murder and theft were not abhorred by our species as completely counterproductive. We
do not reproduce fast enough to make up for the amount
of death there would have been in our evolutionary history
were the principles of human solidarity not paramount.
Where one culture says that a person must not stone another for adultery, another punishes with stones until death.
Where one culture says that rape is a heinous crime, another punishes the sister of a male transgressor to be raped by
the offended. We live in the 21st century, and there is no
excuse for this. There is also no room for apologists blathering on about how we need to check our free speech rights.
Question: If you, the reader, are a religious person and
maintained a subscription to a magazine that began running
articles that offended your faith, which would your response
most closely resemble:
1)
You take up your father’s rifle, don a mask, and
shoot up the editors who ran the articles.
2)
You angrily unsubscribe to the magazine, and send
in scathing letters, chastising them for their tastelessness.
3)
You shrug your shoulders, because that magazine
clearly does not represent what it is you would like to be
subjected to and go about your day with the old adage
“sticks and stones...” playing on repeat in your brain.
Well, clearly the first choice, right? Because, well, because
your faith is sacred and beyond reproach.

The Staff
Editorial Board:
Jeffrey Dahdah
Manda Perkins
Noelle Johansen
Katherine Lambert
Kalen Taylor
Logan Jones
Kylee Larsen
Annie Hall
Mikayla Kapp

I didn’t think so. Your faith is not beyond reproach. My unacceptable that there are organized beliefs in existence
lack of faith is not beyond reproach. No one’s faith — or lack that, when challenged in any way, sentence the challenger
of faith — is beyond reproach. Nobody gets to do murder to death. Or torture through rape. Insert picture of recent
because they were offended by a cartoon. You wouldn’t do executions by stoning. Insert picture of man thrown from
this because it clearly does not warrant rash and violent ac- a roof to his death as punishment for being a homosexution. If someone I don’t know calls me a name, why do I not al. Insert video of a journalist being beheaded for reporting
reply with a quick backhand to the mouth? Because I have the evil of illiterate, misguided, fanatical, stone-age zealots.
a firm grasp on reality, and I can deduce that their opinions Gaze at these pictures daily, as less-censored and egocenhave zero effect on my life, except that which I lend them.
tric parts of the world do, and tell them that they need to
Satire is a
check their free speech or
form of critelse they asked for what they
icism, and I
got.
Sean Mallette
agree with
This is asinine. It renstudent
Winston
ders a decent mind speechChurchill
less, which is a shame bewhen he said
cause events like these should
concerning
invigorate decent minds with
criticism,
a profound and immense
“Criticism
sense of duty. Human solimay not be
darity demands it. And some
agreeable,
things must be done.
but it is necOne thing that must
essary. It fulfills the same function as pain in the human not be done is to ease one’s mind by attempting to shelter
body. It calls attention to an unhealthy state of things.”
our eyes from the harshness of the evil in the world. What
Here is a quick definition of psychosis: a severe mental should not be done is to write an apologetic op ed piece redisorder in which thought and emotions are so impaired minding us of how docile we should be. We need not, after
that contact is lost with external reality.
displays such as this, be reminded that we have to make sure
The fact that the Charlie Hebdo magazine producers we don’t offend someone. A person has the right to be ofwere attacked because of their practice of free speech exac- fended. A person has the right to depict whatever god they
erbates the need for them to continue what they are doing. want, doing whatever thing they please, and no one gets
Their attackers did not have the sense of confidence, scope to kill anyone else over it. If psychosis ensues because of a
of understanding or intellectual/cultural evolution required cartoonists’ depiction of a deity, I think we have just learned
to exist within today’s increasingly connected culture.
exactly where the effort needs to be directed for all future
The attacks underline, with a tragic, deep, blood-soaked criticism. And with Hitchens, “I claim that right.”
line, the need to criticize even further aspects of our world
culture that lead people to states of psychosis. It is entirely
— Sean Mallette

“

A person has the right to be offended. A person
has the right to depict whatever god they want,
and no one gets to kill anyone else over it.

Women’s tennis team makes history in Provo
From Page 5

4By Olivia Webb
staff writer

Editor-in-Chief:
Mariah Noble

The Page
Opinions on this page (columns, letters)
unless otherwise identified are not from Utah
Statesman staff, but from a wide variety of
members of the campus community who
have strong opinions, just like you. This is
an open forum. Want to write something?
Contact: statesmaneditor@aggiemail.usu.edu.

Letters to
the editor
All letters may be shortened, edited or
rejected for reasons of good taste, redundancy or volume of similar letters.
No anonymous letters will be published.
Writers must sign all letters and include a
phone number or e-mail address as well as a
student identification number (none of which
is published). Letters will not be printed without this verification.
	 Letters can be hand delivered or mailed to
The Statesman in the TSC, Room 311, or can
be emailed to:
statesmaneditor@aggiemail.usu.edu.

”

Utah State University’s women’s tennis
team defeated No. 55 Brigham Young University 4-3 in Provo on Wednesday for the
first time in program history.
“This was a tremendous team effort,”
said USU head coach Sean McInerney.
Freshman Meghan Lyall clinched the
match for Utah State by defeating BYU’s
Katie Fitt in three sets. The match was the
last of the day to finish, and before it started the team score was tied at 3-3.

USU earned the doubles point when senior McKenzie Davis and freshman Maggie O’Meara won 6-1 over Meghan Sheehan-Dixon and Erica Valimaki in the first
position. Junior Kallie Sperry and Lyall
then combined to beat the No. 1 tandem
6-4 in the Mountain Region, Mayci Jones
and Toby Miclat at the third position.
Davis, who is ranked No. 1 in the Mountain Region by the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association, beat Jones in straight sets 6-0,
6-3 at the first singles spot. BYU earned a
point when sophomore Lexi Turley lost to
Meghan Sheehan-Dixon. Sophomore Nini
Guensler gave USU a 3-1 advantage when

she defeated BYU’s Nicolette Tran in the
No. 2 spot.
BYU won the next two matches, but Lyall eventually won and helped Utah State
stay undefeated. The Aggies are now 4-0
on the season after handing BYU its first
home loss since April of 2013.
“BYU is probably the most talented
team we have on our schedule,” McInerney said. “We have come a long way as a
program, and this was a huge step forward
for us. We expected to win, and we got the
job done.”

— olivia.webb@aggiemail.usu.edu

Correction

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

From Jan. 22 editon

Brooklane Apartments Now
Renting 2015-16. Private
Bedrooms. Comcast TV and High
Speed Internet Included. As low
as $550 for Summer and $2890
for school year. (no smoking/
drinking/pets) Come see at 645
E 900 N #1(manager) or call 435753-7227. http://www.brooklaneapartments.com/

There was an error in the Jan. 22 edition of The Utah
Statesman in the story “Program elevates students
with disabilities” in the Features Section. It said applications would be available starting Feb. 1 and would
be accepted until April 1. However, applications are
currently available and must be turned in by Feb. 28
for consideration for the next cohort.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OLD ROCK CHURCH.
WEDDING IN 2015? Come
see us and plan your special
Wedding, Luncheon &/or
Reception. Visit oldrockchurch.
com or call (435) 752-3432.

Cole Benson | CMB CLBtwentyone@gmail.com

USU GAME-STAY
AVAILABILITY! OLD ROCK
CHURCH BED & BREAKFAST.
Book online at OldRockChurch.
com or call (435) 752-3432.

Snow Goose Festival
February 27th - 28th • Delta, Utah

Goose Dynasty Beard Contest• Craft Show •Goose Call Contest

Saturday, Feb. 28th - Wild Goose Chase - 5K & 10K Run/Walk
Call (435) 864-4316 for sign up information
or sign up at runnercard.com

Sponsored by the Delta Area Chamber of Commerce
(435) 864-4316 • chamber@deltautah.com
www.deltagoosefestival.com

The BackBurner
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Calendar
Thursday, Jan. 29

•
•
•
•

•

High: 45 | Low : 30 | Cloudy

Health and Wellness Expo | USU Taggart Student Center, 2nd floor lounges | Free, 10:00 am
Balancing Act: School, Life, Work, Family, Etc |
Taggart Student Center 315A | Free, 12:15 pm
Trio Solisti | USU Performance Hall, USU
Campus | $10-$24. $10 for students with ID,
7:30 pm
Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of
Art | Free, All Day

Friday, Jan. 30

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

Holistic Family Health Conference & Expo |
The Castle Manor | $19, 10:00 am
Measure for Measure | Bullen Center | $3-$6.
$3 for age 5-18, $6 for adults, 7:00 pm
Little Barefoot, Bat Manors & Kitfox | Why
Sound | $5, 8:00 pm
Latin Dance Night | Spring Creek Fitness | $5,
9:15 pm
Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of
Art | Free, All Day

Saturday, Jan. 31
•
•
•
•

High: 41 | Low : 27 | Sunny

Crowbar Backcountry Ski Race | Sink Hollow Trailhead | $15-$45. See website for details, 9:00 am
Oriental Brush Painting | Bullen Center | $20,
10:00 am
Bridal Faire | Riverwoods Conference Center |
Free, 10:00 am
Holistic Family Health Conference & Expo | The
Castle Manor | $19, 10:00 am

This issue dedicated to:

Sunday, Feb. 1

•

High: 43 | Low : 28 | Cloudy
•

Utah State Women’s Basketball | Dee Glen Smith
Spectrum | $1-$5, 2:00 pm
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers | Ellen Eccles Theater | $39-$58, 2:00 pm
Measure for Measure | Bullen Center | $3-$6. $3
for age 5-18, $6 for adults, 2:00 pm
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers | Ellen Eccles Theater | $39-$58, 7:30 pm
Hectic Hobo Concert | Stokes Nature Center | $8,
8:00 pm
Adam Miller | Why Sound | $10, 8:00 pm
Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping Craft
+ Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggested $3 donation
per person, All Day

High: 45 | Low : 30 | Sunny

Karaoke with Jackson | The Summit Lounge

Monday, Feb. 2

High: 43 | Low : 30 | Cloudy
•

Spencer Steadman | senior|
biology | Bluffdale, Utah

Movie Monday - How to Train your Dragon 2
| North Logan Library | Free, 6:30 pm

Tuesday, Feb. 3

High: 43 | Low : 28 | Par tl y cloudy
•
•
•

•

Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre |
$0-$18, 7:30 pm
Utah State Men’s Basketball | Dee Glen Smith
Specturm | $15-$17, 7:45 pm
Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary
Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art |
Free, All Day

Wedsday, Feb. 4

High: 43 | Low : 30 | Par tl y cloudy
•

Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre |
$0-$18, 7:30 pm

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

Across
1 Some portrait frames
6 Noble __
11 Singsong syllable
14 With 15-Across, accounting unit
15 See 14-Across
16 Like some aces
17 Manage
18 Walking __
19 Sound after a satisfying
swig
20 Scotch cocktails
22 Zenith
23 “I won’t hurt you”
26 Not as deliberate
28 Toothbrush-endorsing
org.
29 With 31-Across, anathema
31 See 29-Across
32 Worlds
35 __ legend
37 Question about
change, which hints at
the hidden feature of four
two-part puzzle answers
42 Blue Grotto locale
43 “Ramona and Beezus”
co-star Gomez
44 With 47-Across, some
receivers
47 See 44-Across

49 Set-__
50 Malady in the 2000
film “Memento”
52 Like the best occult
films
55 It’s about a foot
56 Yield figures
58 Figure under a line
59 Fife-and-drum drum
60 Two cents
64 Bardic before
65 With 66-Across,
National Book Award-winning novel by Don DeLillo
66 See 65-Across
67 “M*A*S*H” titles
68 Private
69 Mount
Down
1 Pigs out (on)
2 Center of gravity?
3 Presidential nickname
4 Petrol unit
5 Gave up a seat
6 One of six British kings
7 Year in Tuscany
8 “Wait for me”
9 Pension law signed by
Ford, briefly
10 Jordan neighbor: Abbr.
11 Gillette razor
12 Hole enlarger

13 Cleave
21 Comes to the surface
22 Harsh-sounding, to
some
23 Traffic stopper?
24 Notion
25 “Elf” actor
27 Shoshone Falls river
30 Shroud city
33 Chinese evergreen
34 Zoo security features
36 Droopy-eared hound
38 Wonderful container?
39 Bordeaux bean?
40 “The Dukes of Hazzard” officer
41 Tammany Hall caricaturist
44 Mortarboard frill
45 “That upset me!”
46 Speakers of Tolkien’s
Noldorin language
48 Costing more
51 Corporate raider Carl
53 Jockey’s handful
54 “This __ a drill!”
57 Mechanical repetition
59 Prefix with light or
night
61 “Easy as __!”
62 Wear and tear
63 Former Ohio governor
Strickland

